
ONCE IN A LIFETIME

The theme of this year’s annual gala was
ÒOnce in a Lifetime,Ówhich is also the title of
a song penned by composers Leslie Bricusse
and Anthony Newley in the early 1960s.

Once In a Lifetime
Just once in a lifetime, 
A man knows a moment.
One wonderful moment 
When fate takes his hand.

And this is my moment,
My once in a lifetime. 
When I can explore a new & exciting land.

For once in my lifetime, 
I feel like a giant.
I soar like an eagle, 
As though I had wings.

For this is my moment,
My destiny calls me.
And though it may be 
Just once in my lifetime,
I'm gonna do great things.

You’ll find out about some of the great things

Green Chimneys has done -- and see photos

of the annual gala -- inside this special edition

of the Weekly Bulletin.   

Special Spring Gala Edition

CREATING FUTURES: GALA HONORS SIXTY YEARS OF DEVOTION

As lyricist Leslie Bricusse put it, “Once in a lifetime, a man knows ... one wonderful moment
when fate takes his hand.” Perhaps that’s why gala chairman Jules Schwimmer chose ÒOnce
in a LifetimeÓas the theme for this year’s spring fundraiser, which honored Green Chimneys
founder Dr. Samuel B. Ross Jr. and his wife, Myra.

“Sixty years ago, fate took Rollo’s hand and led him first to Green Chimneys – and then to
Myra, and the world became a better place because of it,” said CNN’s Soledad O’Brien, who
opened the evening’s festivities.  “We salute this inspirational couple for their drive, their
passion and their devotion.  And we salute them for helping transform the lives of thousands
of children and animals.   And it all started by dreaming big!”

In an ornately decorated ballroom filled with more than 400 friends, family and supporters,
Myra and Sam Ross were honored for their lifetime dedication to children, family and ani-
mals.  Michelle Toth, a former student and one of Green Chimneys’ success stories, was the
keynote speaker  (See page 3).  Presentations were also given by executive director Joe
Whalen, board president Dr. Rick MacRae and board chairman Jules Schwimmer. 

It was more like a big family gathering than a fundraiser, said one event attendee who
marveled at the warmth and love in the New York Hilton’s elegant Trianon Ballroom.  From
the whimsical animal topiary centerpieces to the heart-warming video tributes, the evening
was filled with accolades for the Rosses.  There was a sumptuous dinner, a silent auction, a
live auction, an orchard and endowment appeal, and the official debut of Green Chimneys
Magazineand ÒCelebrity Dogs Unleashed,Ófiberglass dogs painted by stars that will be
auctioned off with Charity Folks in October.  

The gala, which is the organization’s biggest fundraising function, brought in more than
$400,000.  We’d like to thank everyone who helped make this event a success!

Myra and Dr. Samuel B. Ross Jr., pictured here with their Pomeranian Spike,
have dedicated more than six decades of their lives to children and animals.

CALLING ALL STAFF

The all-campus meeting originally scheduled
for Wednesday, June 18 is being replaced by
an all-staff meeting.  The mandatory meeting
will be held at 10 a.m. with a second session
at 2:30 p.m.  All staff are expected to attend
one of the two sessions.  Both will be held in
the dining hall.  Topics of the all-staff meeting
will include: the 2008-2009 budget, a capital
project overview and the Sanctuary Model.



Chef Waldy Malouf, owner of Beacon Restaurant in NYC; 
neurosurgeon Ed Kornel and Westchester artist Katherine
Petitti Kornel were among the more than 400 guests at 

the  “Once in a Lifetime” fundraiser.

Robin MacRae, chair of last year’s gala at Tavern
on the Green; board chairman Rick MacRae, DDS; and

Braden White admired the whimsical animal centerpieces.

Jeff, Charlie and David Perrin were
ready for an evening of fun 

and fundraising.

Sam and Myra Ross enjoyed a 
moment with former student and
current political consultant Hank
Sheinkopf and his wife, Debbie.



SOARING LIKE AN EAGLE...

For former student Michelle Toth, the road to
success was paved with green! After being di-
agnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder in
eighth grade, school became increasingly diffi-
cult for her.  She described herself as angry,
frustrated and depressed.  

Then her mother Ava found Green Chimneys -
- and Green Chimneys found the program
that served as a spark for the teen: the East
Coast Assistance Dog training program, where
she had what she describes as her life-chang-
ing experience.  

“As I stepped in, I saw a depressed looking,
sweet yellow lab.  Her name was Snow. When
it came to doing a task, she would look even
more depressed and frustrated -- and just
wanted to give up. That’s when I realized this
dog reminded of somebody. ME!  I started to
work with Snow and she made me want to be
more confident and patient.. I became a much
better behaved, happier person.”

Michelle, was this year’s keynote speaker and
“honored to be speaking about the place that
changed my life forever. Thanks, Dr. and Mrs.
Ross, for creating this wonderful healing envi-
ronment and for helping thousands of chil-
dren become better people.”

For Michelle, ECAD, the farm and the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center helped put her back on
the road to success.

“There was the wild bird rehabilitation,” she
told the audience.  “I loved to spend time
there just watching the birds. At times, I kind
of felt like that bird with the broken wing that
was thrown into a cage because it was no
longer safe to stay in its home setting.” 

“Some of the birds came to Green Chimneys
with severe injuries. They adapted to this new
environment, which was so different from
their natural habitat. Some of the birds were
let go after they healed --and this was very
symbolic.  It made me realize, if they can do it
why can’t I!”

Today, Michelle is a full time college student
and keeping very busy with two jobs. 

CNN’s Soledad O’Brien (left) and Steve Paletta, winner of Oprah Winfrey’s 
ÒThe Big GiveÓ and supporter of Green Chimneys (right), congratulate

former student Michelle Toth (center).

Tony award-winning conductor and musical director Don Pippin joined forces
with board member David Heer for a light-hearted presentation of 

ÒIn the Beginning,Ówhich featured songs and a skit with Dr. and Mrs. Ross.

Doug Moore of child care and 
school principal Debbie Moore

Sue and CFO Angelo Matra with
Miguel Gallardo of Barcelona, Spain

Margaret Browning and Meagan Quinn Debbie and Noel MacCarry



MORE FROM OUR GALA GALLERY 

Don Pippin and David Heer gave
an encore performance of the skit
that debuted at last year’s Green
Chimneys Thanksgiving service.

TEN YEARS OF SERVICE
Arbor House celebrated its 10th anniversary
June 4 with an open house and awards cere-
mony honoring those who have helped make
the runaway shelter program a success.
Board chairman Jules Schwimmer, pictured
above, was not only the keynote speaker, but
also an honoree.  Jennifer Martabano, direc-
tor of Community Based Services, presented
Jules and his wife Bobbie with certificates
honoring the work they’ve done to make the
shelter a reality.  Also recognized were Put-
nam County Social Service Commissioner
Mike Piazza, Dawn Mullins of Coordinated
Children’s Services Initiative (CCSI) of Putnam
County,  and the Junior League of Northern
Westchester.

After the formal presentations -- and tours
and snacks provided by Mark Kaplan and his
food services team --  the Schwimmers joined
executive director Joe Whalen to plant a tree
in front of the house on Doansburg Rd.

Arbor House is a program of Green Chimneys
Children’s Services Inc., sponsored by the
Administration for Children and Families, NYS
Office of Children and Family Services, NYS
Office of Mental Health, Putnam Co. Youth
Bureau, the Dyson Foundation and the United
Way. 

Bobbie and Jules Schwimmer were assisted
with the tree planting by executive 

director Joe Whalen.

Three Generations:  Donald Ross
and his daughter Samantha

and mother Myra Ross 

Board member Jim Keller of IBM, pictured with
Dr. Sam Ross, was instrumental in securing
Green Ink, the company that donated their

services for the filming and production 
of the gala video tributes.

THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT

The Community Based Services team would like to express their heartfelt thanks to
all of you who helped contribute to the success of the Arbor House 10- year open
house and celebration.  

“Thank you to everyone who came out in support and acknowledgement of Jules
and Barbara Schwimmer, Dr. Ross and the Community Based Services programs,”
said Jennifer Martabano.  “We hope everyone enjoyed themselves as much as we
did.  We would like to express special thanks and appreciation to the people who
made this day possible.  With Birds of Prey Day and the gala right around the cor-
ner, we realize just how much you all had on your plate, however, you still man-
aged to provide us with everything we needed to make our day special.  We are
truly grateful and appreciate all your time and efforts.  We could not have made
this day happen without you: Deborah Bernstein and Alice Sipple of marketing and
the staff of fund development; Mark Kaplan and the kitchen staff; Duncan Lester
and the recreation staff for help with the tent; Paul Agostini, Tom Escaravage, Amy
Brodock and Mr. Huynh and the maintenance and housekeeping staff; our speak-
ers, Dr. Ross, Jules Schwimmer, Joe Whalen and Mike Piazza; and all the Green
Chimneys staff members who came out to support us.”

Day program social worker Toni DeMato 
and parent advocate Kathy Van Duzee 

of the education department were among 
the staff attending this year’s “Once in 
a Lifetime gala at the New York Hilton.

Watch our web site for the
gala videos! Coming soon!


